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III. Labour is as indispensable as food. But,
like the latter, it requires selection and careful
use. Excess is fatal. The unfortunate conditions
under which labour is Carried on cause fatal
consequences. The entire social agitation of
modern times aims, in the main, only to improve
the conditions of labour, to render it more equi-
table, but not to make it disappear from the world.
Those who misunderstand the necessity of labour
are ignorant of the elementary foundations of the
operation of our organism. The definite object
of social reform aspires in the main merely to
improve the conditions of labour. Our individual
happiness, as well as that of the community, is
obtainable solely at this price. The society of
the future, which will require labour from every
one, will benefit chiefly the numerous wealthy
persons who are the unfortunate victims of their
indolence.

Through the annulment, by the tax upon in-
heritances, of the possibility of living upon the
labour of their ancestors, the sons of the rich will be
safeguarded from rotting morally and physically
in a degrading idleness. For work is a genuine
gift from heaven. Universally accessible, it be-
comes a source of universal enjoyment. Optimism
is active, pessimism is passive. The joy of life